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ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
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33GA/2012/REP/WAIPA
REPORT OF THE MEETING OF
WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS OF AIPA (WAIPA)
Your Excellency, the President of AIPA,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Ladies and Gentlemen

 

I have the honour to submit the Report of the Meeting of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) which was convened during the 33RD AIPA General Assembly on Monday, 17 September 2012.

As nominated by His Excellency Dr. Marzuki Alie, President of AIPA, I presided over the meeting and was assisted by Honorable Ms. Evita Nursanty, as rapporteur.

The following WAIPA delegates attended the meeting:

 

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Datin Hajah Salbiah Haji binti Sulaiman (MP) 

2. Hon. Datin Hajah Zasia binti Sirin (MP)
Cambodia

1. Hon. Ms. Ho Naun (MP)

2. Hon. Ms. Nin Saphon (MP)
3. Hon. Ms. Pum Sichan (Senator)
Indonesia

1. Hon. Dr. Nurhayati Ali Assegaf (MP)

2. Hon. Ms. Evita Nursanty (MP)
3. Hon. Ms. Ida Ria Simamora (MP)

4. Hon. Ms. Harbiah Salahuddin (MP)

5. Hon. Ms. Okky Asokawati (MP)
6. Hon. Dr. Susaningtyas Nefo Handayani Kertopati, M.Si. (MP)
Lao PDR 

1. Hon. Prof. Dr. Boungong BOUPHA (MP)

2. Hon. Ms. Thatsadaphone SENGSOULYYA (MP)
Malaysia

1. Hon. Senator Chew Lee Giok (Senator)
2. Hon. Ms. Nancy Shukri (MP)
3. Hon. Ms. Fuziah Binti Saleh (MP)
Myanmar
1. Hon. Ms. Nan Ni Ni Aye (MP)

2. Hon. Dr. Aye Myint (MP)
The Philippines

1. Hon. Ms. Susan Yap (MP)
Singapore

1. Hon. Ms. Ellen Lee Geck Hoon (MP)
Thailand

1. Hon. Asst. Prof. Rachada Dhnadirek (MP)

Vietnam

1. Hon. Ms. Truong Thi Mai (MP)
2. Hon. Ms. Nguyen Thanh Hai (MP)

3. Hon. Ms. Do Thi Thu Hang (MP)

4. Hon. Ms. Dang Thi My Huong (MP)
5. Hon. Ms. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan (MP)
The meeting was opened by the Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives, H.E. Dr. H Marzuki Alie. In his opening remarks, the Speaker of the Indonesian House of Representatives acknowledges the importance of women empowerment and it is necessary for parliament to attend to women issues and women-related issues. The Speaker also acknowledges the increasing number of women in parliament. However the participation of women in parliament must go beyond numbers into political representation of women in parliament. 

Women related issues in South East Asia can be considered to be complex hence comprehensive approach is deemed important to produce positive and supportive circumstances toward gender neutral solutions.  In addition to affirmative action and other commonly known international instruments, gender justice mainstreaming paradigm need to be promoted by leaders and people of South East Asia. Hence, WAIPA as an integral part of AIPA has a critical role to strengthen democracy, women participation in development as well as socialization of ASEAN and AIPA programs to all the people in South East Asia.

The meeting agreed on electing Hon. Dr Nurhayati Ali Assegaf as the Chairwoman of WAIPA meeting and Hon. Evita Nursanty as Rapporteur. 

In her remarks, Dr Nurhayati Ali Assegaf stated that the growing importance of women parliamentarians is apparent in South East Asia and a set of objectives was developed during the last AIPA executive committee.
For the first time in an AIPA meeting, women parliamentarians are specifically invited whose number represents 25 percent of the total attending MPs that also reflect women presiding officers in several ASEAN parliaments. This WAIPA meeting is held before the First Plenary of the General Assembly that will allow women parliamentarians to participate in all the meetings. 

 
The meeting considered 3 draft resolutions and adopted the following:

 

1. RESOLUTION ON SUPPORTING THE ASEAN MEMBER STATES IN STRENGTHENING THEIR COLLABORATION IN IMPLEMENTING THE MDGs ROADMAP TO NARROW DEVELOPMENT GAPS WITHIN AND AMONG ASEAN MEMBER STATES 

This draft resolution was proposed by Indonesia. The draft resolution focuses on women empowerment due to crucial role of women in every aspect of life. The draft resolution also focuses on implementation of government’s program that provides better access in financing small and medium enterprises.  This is to support women that require bigger capital or more financing service from financial institution in order to start or expand their business. 
During deliberation, delegates from Brunei Darussalam and Malaysia were sharing the state of MDGs achievement in their respective countries. 

The draft resolution was adopted with amendments from Laos, Thailand and Vietnam. 
2. RESOLUTION ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS IN ENHANCING PRO-WOMEN POLICIES IN THE SECTORS OF ECONOMICS, HEALTH AND EDUCATION

The draft resolution was proposed by Indonesia based on awareness that economy, health and education are essential in family development. Therefore, women member parliamentarians must ensure that these three elements are supporting pro-women policies. Women member parliamentarians also need to oversight the implementation of those policies. Furthermore, the draft resolution also includes encouragement for member parliamentarians to inspire, develop and mentor young women in their countries, as well as to include young women development programs in their campaign.

During deliberation, Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam were sharing best practices in their countries. In Brunei Darussalam, more than 50 percent of women are employed in public sectors and many of them hold high rank positions. In Malaysia, there are several programs that target on supporting women in economic activities 

The draft resolution was adopted with amendments from Laos, Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia and Thailand. 
3. RESOLUTION ON ENHANCING CAPACITY BUILDING BY TRAINING OF RELEVANT AND SPECIFIC SKILLS  FOR WOMEN IN THE RURAL AREAS
The draft resolution was proposed by Indonesia based on realization that parliamentarians must support government’s programs that ensure the access of healthcare and economic empowerment for women in rural or remote areas. Hence, WAIPA resolution must reflect the commitment to promote women empowerment and gender equality in the access of education and financial or economic opportunities.
During deliberation, Malaysia was sharing best practices in terms of their government programs to increase women participation in rural areas. Reflecting from implementation of those programs, Malaysia concluded that the most significant challenge for women in rural area is related to access. 
The draft resolution was adopted with amendments from Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, Brunei Darussalam and Philippines. 
WAIPA in cooperation with UN Women held a meeting on 18 September 2012 on Mainstreaming Gender Equality in Lawmaking.  The meeting is recorded in a separate document.
I hereby present the Report of the WAIPA Meeting to the 33RD AIPA General Assembly.

 

Thank you.

 

  
SIGNED

SIGNED

 

HON. DR. NURHAYATI ALI ASSEGAF
CHAIRPERSON
HON. MS. EVITA NURSANTY, M.Sc.
RAPPORTEUR
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